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identifying and fostering little c creativity. So, how do you know if a student is creative or 
has produced something creative?

Identifying creativity can occur in many ways. There are some standardized measures of 
creativity, such as the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT; Torrance, 1972), that assess 
both verbal (e.g., think of as many uses for a water bottle as possible) and graphic (e.g., create 
as many designs as possible with 30 circles) creativity. In addition, creativity can be identified 
by consensual assessment, which requires observers or judges to agree that an idea or product 
is creative (Amabile, 1996). Finally, identifying creative students can include examining spe-
cific qualities that suggest one is more likely to be creative (Amabile, 1996; Sternberg, 2006; 
Strom & Strom, 2013).

1.	 Intellectual abilities, such as synthesis and analysis, are necessary for creativity.

2.	 Domain-specific knowledge is necessary for creative thought. A person must have a 
significant amount of knowledge in an area to “think outside the box.”

3.	 Certain personality characteristics also facilitate creativity, in particular, an individual’s 
willingness to take reasonable risks and tolerate ambiguity and the determination to 
continue in frustrating or difficult tasks. Creative individuals are also more likely to 
be highly imaginative, daydream more, and spend more time alone than less creative 
individuals.

4.	 Intrinsic motivation for the domain area or task is found among individuals likely to 
be creative. In short, people who have an internal desire or interest in the domain are 
more likely to produce creative ideas or products.

5.	 Environmental conditions can help or hinder individuals’ abilities to be creative. 
Individuals working in environments that allow them to express ideas openly while 
suspending judgment as well as reward creative ideas are more likely to be creative.

Research has found that even children as young as preschool-age can be taught creativ-
ity, including both divergent and convergent thinking skills (Alfonso-Benlliure, Meléndez, & 
García-Ballesteros, 2013). Actually, creativity is more likely to be highlighted in the curricu-
lum of younger students, rather than adolescents, not only in the United States but also in 
China (Yi, Hu, Plucker, & McWilliams, 2013).

Intrinsic motivation: See 
Module 14

FIGURE 13.6	 Convergent and Divergent Thinking. Problem-solving requires 

more convergent thinking, whereas creativity typically includes divergent thinking.
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